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BUREAU

MINUTES

of the meeting of Monday, 14 April 2014
Strasbourg
Mr Martin SCHULZ, President of the European Parliament, opened the meeting at 18.35 hours
Present

Mr Martin SCHULZ, President*
	Vice-Presidents
	Excused

	Mr
PITTELLA*
	Mr
PAPASTAMKOS

	Mr
MARTÍNEZ*
	Mr
PROTASIEWICZ

	Ms
PODIMATA*
	

	Mr
VIDAL-QUADRAS*
	

	Ms
ANGELILLI
	

	Mr
KARAS*
	

	Mr
McMILLAN-SCOTT
	

	Ms
DURANT*
	

	Mr
ALVARO*
	

	Mr
WIELAND
	

	Mr
VLASÁK*
	

	Mr
SURJÁN*
	


	Quaestors
	Excused

	Ms
LULLING*
	

	Mr
HIGGINS*
	

	Ms
GERINGER DE OEDENBERG*
	

	Mr
LIBERADZKI*
	

	Mr
MAŠTÁLKA*
	


Also Present

Mr WELLE, Secretary-General*
Invited for item 6

Ms PACK, Chair of the Conference of Committee Chairs

List of officials present at the meeting:

Private Office of the President

Mr
WINKLER*
Mr
KAISER

Ms
MARTINEZ IGLESIAS

Mr
MANNELLI

Ms
STRASSER

Mr
FREEDMAN

Ms
CASALES LOPEZ

Private Office of the Secretary-General

Mr
MANGOLD*
Ms
LUEDDECKE

Mr
SØRENSEN

Secretariat

	DG Presidency (PRES)
	Ms RATTI

	DG Internal Policies (IPOL)
	Mr RIBERA D'ALCALA/ Ms VANDENBOSCH**/ Mr CHIOCCHETTI**/ Mr. HAUCK**

	DG External Policies (EXPO)
	Mr AGUIRIANO/ Mr CRAMPES**

	DG Parliamentary Research Services (EPRS)
	Mr TEASDALE/ Mr DE FEO

	DG Communication (COMM)
	Ms LAHOUSSE/ Mr DUCH-GUILLOT/ 

Mr. CLARK***/ Ms CABANELAS ALVAREZ***

	DG Personnel (PERS)
	Mr QUITIN*

	DG Infrastructure and Logistics (INLO)
	Mr STRATIGAKIS

	DG Translation (TRAD)
	Ms LIGETI

	DG Interpretation and Conferences (INTE)
	Ms COSMIDOU

	DG Finance (FINS)
	Mr VANHAEREN/ Mr GUILLEN ZANON/ 

Mr REIJNDERS

	DG Innovation and Technological Support (ITEC)
	Mr VILELLA

	DG Security (SAFE)
	Mr CAROZZA

	Legal Service
	Mr DREXLER, Jurisconsult*/ Mr PASSOS

	Conference of President's Secretariat
	Mr HILLER

	Director for the Relations with Political Groups
	Mr SCHWETZ


Political group secretariats,

	Mr EVISON
	(EPP)

	Mr HORNAK
	(S&D)

	Mr BOUTER
	(ALDE)

	Mr DENKINGER
	(Greens/EFA)

	Mr WOODARD
	(ECR)

	Mr RAECK
	(GUE/NGL)

	Ms LAIKAUF
	(EFD)

	Mr SERVELLON
	(Non-attached Members)


Vice-Presidents' and Quaestors' assistants

	Mr CARDELLA
	Mr PITTELLA's assistant

	Mr GALLEGO AMADOR
	Mr MARTÍNEZ's assistant

	Ms ZANELLA
	Ms PODIMATA's assistant

	Ms EGEA HERRERO
	Mr VIDAL-QUADRAS's assistant

	Mr CHATZIFOTIS
	Mr PAPASTAMKOS's assistant

	Mr LOMBARDO
	Ms ANGELILLI's assistant

	Ms PRAINSACK
	Mr KARAS's assistant

	Mr VALETTE
	Ms DURANT's assistant

	Ms BAUER
	Mr ALVARO's assistant

	Ms GIPPERT
	Mr WIELAND's assistant

	Ms SOBIERAJ
	Mr PROTASIEWICZ's assistant

	Mr PÁPÁI
	Mr SURJÁN's assistant

	Ms THOMA
	Ms LULLING's assistant

	Ms ZIELINSKA
	Ms GERINGER de OEDENBERG's assistant

	Mr VOGT
	Mr LIBERADZKI's assistant

	Ms ŘEHOŘOVÁ
	Mr MAŠTÁLKA's assistant


Mr TZIORKAS*, Ms MORGADO and Mr CALINOGLOU acted as secretary to the meeting.

1.
Adoption of draft agenda
The Bureau,
-
heard Mr WIELAND and Mr VIDAL QUADRAS, Vice-Presidents, request that item 11 be taken with debate;

-
noted the draft agenda (PE 533.120/BUR) thus modified and adopted it as shown in these minutes.

2.
Adoption of Minutes of the Bureau meeting of 2 April 2014
The Bureau,
-
approved the Minutes of the Bureau meeting of 2 April 2014 held in Strasbourg (PE 528.979/BUR).
3.
Communications by the President
3.1.
Request by the European Jewish Congress to use Parliament's premises
The Bureau,

-
heard the President inform Members that he had received a letter, dated 26 March 2014, from the European Jewish Congress requesting the use of Parliament's premises to host an event to mark the 70th anniversary of the victory over Nazism and the liberation of the Nazi Concentration Camps; in particular on 26 January 2015 a Forum on World Civil Society would be hosted and on 27 January a Commemoration Ceremony would take place in the Hemicycle in Brussels (PE 533.152/BUR);

-
heard the President indicate that he was in favour of such request and ask the Bureau for an agreement in principle to book the Hemicycle on 27 January 2015;

-
agreed to this request while noting that the programme of the ceremony would be submitted to the Bureau at a further meeting.
3.2.
Farewell ceremony for Members of the 7th legislature
The Bureau,
-
heard the President announce that he would organise a farewell ceremony for the Members of the 7th legislature on Monday 30 June, starting at 18.30, in the Louise Weiss restaurant, during which Members will be awarded with a framed diploma and a medal.
3.3.
Date of entering the service for temporary staff of political groups
The Bureau,
-
heard the President inform Members that he had received a letter from the Chairs of the EPP and S&D Groups, dated 1 April 2014, in which they expressed their concern about the interpretation by Parliament's administration of the date of entering into service for temporary staff of political groups who have passed a passerelle procedure or have joined the Office of a Commissioner;
-
heard the President announce that he would forward this request to the appropriate instances in the administration for legal verification.
3.4.
Calculation of pension rights of Members
The Bureau,
-
heard the President inform Members that Mr MAŠTÁLKA, Chair-in-Office of the Quaestors, had met with him in order to raise two concerns expressed by the Quaestors: firstly, the calculation of pension rights accrued by Members of the 7th legislature and, secondly, the opening of the central register in June 2014;

-
heard the President explain that, as regards the calculation of the pension rights, Article 14(2) of the Statute for Members stipulated that the old-age pension shall be, for each full year's exercise of the mandate, 3,5 % of the salary pursuant to Article 10 and one twelfth thereof for each further full month, and therefore, since the 2014 elections have been anticipated for one month, Members are only entitled to 11/12 of the pension rights for 2014;

-
heard the President inform that he had consulted the Legal Service which concluded that it was not possible to amend this provision through the Implementing Measures for the Statute for Members and that in order to amend the Statute for Members a new legislative procedure and the agreement of the Council was necessary;

-
heard Ms LULLING and Mr HIGGINS, Quaestors, disagree with this interpretation,  indicating that the spirit of Article 14(2) of the Statute for Members is against interpreting this provision as not allowing Members who have been elected for a full mandate and who have served for a full mandate to be able to receive the full amount of pension rights corresponding to this full mandate;
-
held a brief exchange of views with the participation of Ms DURANT and Mr SURJÁN, Vice-Presidents, and the President;
-
heard the President conclude that he would analyse the question once again possibly by looking into similar cases from national parliaments.
3.5.
Complaints about Parliament's election information campaign
The Bureau,
-
heard the President inform Members about the follow-up of the two complaints received from two Spanish political parties concerning the implementation of Parliament's election information campaign, of which he had informed the Bureau at its meeting of 10 March 2014;

-
heard the President announce that following the observations of the Parliament represented by its Legal Service,  theSpanish authorities had examined the complaints, in particular as regards the compatibility of some of the campaign slogans with Spanish electoral law and found that at the current stage of the campaign there was no incompatibility.
3.6.
Alleged misuse of Parliament funds by a political group
The Bureau,
-
heard the President inform Members about the follow-up of the letter from Mr McMILLAN-SCOTT, Vice-President, regarding a report in "The Times" dated 8 March 2014, on the alleged illegal use of funds paid from the Parliament to the EFD Group, to finance the salaries of London-based staff of the United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP), of which he had informed the Bureau at its meeting of 10 March 2014; 

-
heard the President inform Members that the responsible services of DG FINS had conducted an internal investigation and concluded that there was no misuse of Parliament's funds.
3.7.
Opening of the central register in June 2014
The Bureau,
-
heard the President recall that the Quaestors had decided in December 2013 that the central register would not be available for signing during the electoral period, i.e. between 22 April and 30 June 2014, but that Members could record their presence by signing the record of attendance provided by the secretariat of duly authorised meetings, in particular of political groups, and invite the Quaestors to re-consider the decision, if appropriate;
-
heard Ms LULLING and Mr HIGGINS, Quaestors, inform that this decision had been taken in accordance with previous practice, but in the meantime several Members had requested that the central register be open in June, as they would have working meetings in Brussels those days, and note that after all the opening of the central register is a competence of the Bureau;

-
heard Ms DURANT, Vice-President, stress that in line with previous practice the register should be open only for duly authorised group meetings;

-
heard the President undertake to make further consultations with the political groups' chairs in order to establish whether a consensus could be reached on this matter.
3.8.
Extraordinary Bureau meeting in June 2014
The Bureau,
-
heard the President inform Members that an extraordinary Bureau meeting would take place in June to deal with all pending administrative questions and that the date would be confirmed as soon as possible;

-
heard Mr VIDAL-QUADRAS, Vice-President, request that the date of this extraordinary Bureau meeting takes into account the already planned meetings of political groups outside Brussels.
From 19.04 hours in camera
4.
Staff matters
The Bureau, meeting in camera,

-
took note of eleven Notes from the Secretary-General giving recommendations on the filling of the following posts:

· Director-General in the Directorate-General for Personnel (PE 533.181/BUR and PE 533.177/BUR),

· Director-General in the Directorate-General for Interpretation and Conferences (PE 533.180/BUR and PE 533.176/BUR),

· Director-General in the Directorate-General for Finance (PE 533.164/BUR and PE 533.167/BUR),

· Director in the Directorate-General for Parliamentary Research Services - Members' Research Service (PE 533.172/BUR and PE 533.173/BUR),

· Director in the Directorate-General for Infrastructure and Logistics - Directorate for Infrastructure (PE 533.166/BUR and PE 533.169/BUR),

· Director in the Directorate-General for Finance - Directorate for Political Structures Financing and Other Services (PE 533.165/BUR and PE 533.168/BUR),

· Director in the Directorate-General for Finance - Directorate for Budget and Financial Services (PE 533.179/BUR and PE 533.178/BUR),

· Director in the Directorate-General for Finance - Directorate for Members' Financial and Social Entitlements (PE 533.182/BUR and PE 533.184/BUR),

· Director in the Directorate-General for Security and Safety - Directorate for Proximity and Assistance, Security and Safety (PE 533.174/BUR and PE 533.175/BUR),

· Director in the Legal Service - Directorate for Legislative Affairs (PE 533.171/BUR and PE 533.170/BUR),

· Director in the Legal Service - Directorate for Administrative and Financial Affairs (PE 533.183/BUR and PE 533.185/BUR);

-
took note of two Complementary Notes from the Secretary-General concerning additional applications received for the following Recruitment Notices after the Bureau meeting of 13 January 2014:

· PE/172/S concerning the post of Director in the Directorate-General for Finance, Directorate for Political Structures Financing and Other Services (PE 533.190/BUR),

· PE/173/S concerning the post of Director in the Directorate-General for Security, Directorate for Proximity and Assistance, Security and Safety (PE 533.189/BUR);

-
heard the Secretary-General inform that all recommendations of the Advisory Committee had been adopted unanimously and that in all cases his proposals agree with the view taken by the Advisory Committee, and have been made in agreement with the President;

-
heard the Secretary-General outline the specific qualifications of each candidate further to the interviews conducted by the Advisory Committee and on this basis propose for the filling of each of the above-mentioned posts:

· Mr Herwig KAISER to be appointed Director-General of Personnel,

· Ms Agnieszka WALTER-DROP to be appointed Director-General of Interpretation and Conferences,

· Mr Didier KLETHI to be appointed Director-General of Finance,

· Mr Etienne BASSOT to be appointed Director of the Members’ Research Service in the Directorate-General for Parliamentary Research Services,

· Mr Olivier PESESSE to be appointed Director of Infrastructure in the Directorate-General for Infrastructure and Logistics,

· Mr Eduard REIJNDERS to be appointed Director of Political Structures Financing and Other Services in the Directorate-General for Finance,

· Mr Miguel PAPÍ BOUCHER to be appointed Director of Budget and Financial Services in the Directorate-General for Finance,

· Mr Lorenzo MANNELLI to be appointed Director of Members' Financial and Social Entitlements in the Directorate-General for Finance,

· Mr Guy MOLS to be appointed Director of Proximity and Assistance, Security and Safety in the Directorate-General for Security and Safety,

· Ms Maria José MARTINEZ IGLÉSIAS to be appointed Director of Legislative Affairs in the Legal Service,

· Mr Norbert LORENZ to be appointed Director of Administrative and Financial Affairs in the Legal Service;

-
held an exchange of views with the participation of Mr MARTÍNEZ, Mr VIDAL-QUADRAS, Ms DURANT, Mr KARAS, Mr ALVARO, Mr SURJÁN, Vice-Presidents, and Mr MAŠTÁLKA, Quaestor;

-
noted a request from Mr MARTÍNEZ, Vice-President, that the reference of the Secretary-General to the excellent qualifications of Mr Juan Carlos JIMÉNEZ MARIN, candidate for the post of Director-General of Interpretation and Conferences, be minuted;

-
heard Ms DURANT, Vice-President, reiterate the request of her political group, submitted in writing to the President, that these appointments be decided by the new Bureau after the elections, or else she would have to vote against;

-
approved the appointments for all above-mentioned posts in full accordance with the recommendations from the Secretary-General, with one vote against;

-
approved the recommendations from the Secretary-General concerning the two additional applications as laid down in his two complementary notes;

-
heard the President stress the importance of these appointments not only because of the filling of several senior management posts with highly competent officials, but in particular because the Bureau did not bow to pressure and confirmed that such officials with many years of experience in the House should not be penalised because of a political campaign against him in this pre-electoral period.

A.
DECISIONS/EXCHANGE OF VIEWS
5.
Progress report on the institutional information campaign for the 2014 European Election - Note from the Secretary-General
The Bureau,
-
took note of a progress report dated 4 April 2014, from the Secretary-General, on the institutional information campaign for the 2014 European Election (PE 533.149/BUR and annexes);

-
took note of the progress achieved to date in the implementation of the institutional information campaign for the 2014 European Election and held an exchange of views on the subject matter

-
heard Ms PODIMATA, Vice-President and Chair of the Bureau Working Group on Information and Communication, inform that the institutional information campaign for the European elections had entered its third and most crucial phase, the “go to vote” phase, focusing on the date and the significance of the upcoming European elections and aiming at persuading citizens to go to vote and to decide which Europe they want, and further note that

· during this third phase the communication tools used maintained the ‘real world’ imagery while assuming a brighter, more forward looking tone; the elections website was launched already and TV and radio spots had been produced in nearly 40 linguistic versions and would be broadcast on Euronews and Euranet, on national and regional TV channels, on the radio and in cinemas across Europe via the Europa Cinema network;

· important work had already been carried out with training seminars for journalists, extensive use of the social media and organisation of events by the EP Information Offices, while the 100 days before the elections provided a new opportunity to approach journalists; the Open Days of the European Institutions would allow to pass to tens of thousands of citizens the “go to vote” message; the Presidential debate on 15 May to be organised by EBU in the Brussels Chamber with the candidates of the five European Political parties was expected to be broadcast live in at least 20 European countries;

· a very important inter-institutional cooperation, concluded last September with the signing of a joint statement with the Commission, allowed the Parliament and Commission administrations to work closely together with concrete results such as an agreement with the Europe Direct Network to organise events about the elections and the printing by the Commission of over 2 million EP leaflets for distribution via this network;

· her special thanks went to the services of DG Communication and particularly its Director-General, Ms Juana LAHOUSSE, for the excellent work carried out during the last 2,5 years and to her colleagues in the Bureau Working Group on Information and Communication and in particular to her Vice-Chair, Mr Otmar KARAS, for the excellent cooperation;

-
heard Mr KARAS, Vice-President and Vice-Chair of the Bureau Working Group on Information and Communication, return his gratitude to Ms PODIMATA, Vice-President, for the excellent cooperation during these 2,5 years, recall the sometimes  difficult discussions in the Bureau on the available budget for communication policy and electoral campaign, the holding of the European Youth Event, the maintaining or not of EuroparlTV, stress the important achievements in the area of communication policy such as the Parlamentarium, which attracts thousands of visitors every year, the introduction of community managers and press monitoring, the Parliament Facebook account with 15,5 million friends, and conclude that the European Parliament was finally on the right track in matters of information and communication and that these policies should be maintained and reinforced by the next Bureau;

-
heard Mr VLASÁK, Vice-President, express his satisfaction and enquire whether the administration could produce a document listing all these impressive results and concrete achievements of Parliament’s information and communication policy;

-
heard Mr KARAS, Vice-President, inform that such a document would be presented on Wednesday of this week and all Members would receive the programme of the European Youth Event;

-
heard Mr ALVARO, Vice-President and member of the Bureau Working Group on Information and Communication, stress the excellent work carried out by this working group, thank the management and services of DG COMM for their efficiency, and note that also from a IT point of view Parliament had finally entered the 21st century;
-
heard the President conclude the debate by summing-up the positive interventions while reiterating his decision to not appear as President of the Parliament in the campaign.

6.
Proposal to change the rules on committee delegations
The Bureau,
-
took note of two letters dated 11 March and 9 April 2014, from Mr DAUL in his capacity as Chair of the Group (EPP) responsible for coordinating political group activities, submitting proposals on behalf of all political groups aimed to amend the Conference of Presidents' decision on the Implementing provisions governing the work of the inter-parliamentary delegations and, where appropriate, align the Bureau decision on Travel by committee delegations outside the three places of work of the European Parliament (PE 528.995/CPG and annex and PE 533.160/CPG and annexes, respectively);
-
took note of a letter dated 8 April 2014, from Ms PACK, Chair of the Conference of Committee Chairs (CCC), transmitting the CCC's recommendations of 1 April 2014 on the revision of the Rules concerning Parliament's external activities (PE 533.151/CPG and annex);
-
noted that at its meeting of 13 March 2014, the Conference of Presidents held an exchange of views on the subject matter and decided to re-examine the issue at a future meeting, and invited the Bureau to take a final decision on the Rules on the travel of committee delegations within the Union, after consulting the Conference of Committee Chairs;
-
noted that at its meeting of 10 April 2014, the Conference of Presidents modified the "Implementing provisions governing the work of the inter-parliamentary delegations" on the basis of the latest proposals submitted by Mr DAUL on behalf of all the political groups and invited the Bureau to approve the proposed modifications concerning committee delegations;
-
noted that in accordance with Rule 23(9) of the Rules of the Procedure the Bureau is the authority responsible for authorising committee delegations outside Parliament's three places of work;
-
heard Ms PACK, Chair of the Conference of Committee Chairs (CCC), inform of the CCC's unanimously adopted recommendations, for the first time in the CCC history after a vote, the guiding principles of which are indicated in her letter, and in particular note that:
· in accordance with the Rules of Procedure, committee delegations outside the three places of work should remain the competence of the Bureau as they do not concern Parliament's external relations, but are an extension of committees' legislative activities with foreign partners (international conferences and organisations, counterparts in third countries etc);

· such travels should not be called committee delegations any more in order to clearly distinguish them from the inter-parliamentary delegations and avoid confusions;

· in order to avoid in the future cases where several committees would travel to the same place in the same week, as it happened last summer with several committee delegations to Washington during the plenary session of the US Congress, some flexibility should be introduced to allow committees to work according to six-monthly programmes and to travel also outside turquoise weeks;

-
heard the President note the CCC's unanimous recommendations as outlined in Ms PACK's letter and orally presented by her in the meeting and sum them up as follows:
a) inter-parliamentary delegations should remain the competence of the Conference of Presidents and travels by committees outside the three places of work should remain the competence of the Bureau;
b) such travels by committees should be called in the future 'committee missions' instead of 'delegations' in order to clearly distinguish them from the 'inter-parliamentary delegations' and avoid confusions;
c) committees further requested that they be able to work according to six-monthly programmes, to be submitted by 1 November and 1 May each year, instead of an annual programme; 

d) they requested to travel also outside weeks set aside for external parliamentary activities ('turquoise weeks') in order to avoid phenomena of accumulation of committees in the same place at the same time;
-
on a proposal from the President endorsed the proposal of 10 April 2014 from the Conference of Presidents to adapt the travel rules and approved the three first recommendations (a), (b) and (c) and concerning recommendation (d) decided to examine the matter and revert to it at a future Bureau meeting.  

7.
Strengthening management of operational activities in DG ITEC - Note from the Secretary-General
The Bureau,

-
took note of a note dated 11 March 2014, from the Secretary-General, on strengthening management of operational activities in DG ITEC (PE 529.002/BUR and annexes);

-
took note of the concept to separate the current Directorate for Informatics in DG ITEC into two directorates, in order to strengthen the management of operational capacities in DG ITEC;

-
heard the Secretary-General note in particular that the current Directorate for Informatics in DG ITEC has become very large in size comprising 23 units and services with some 800 staff members and managing a budget of EUR 110 Million and difficult to manage and thus propose that this Directorate be split into two new Directorates, one for "Development and Support" to deal primarily with software matters (Directorate A) and one for "Infrastructure and Equipment" to deal mainly with hardware, including the data servers (Directorate B), as outlined in his note;
-
heard Mr WIELAND, Vice-President with primary responsibility for Informatics and Telecom, express his overall support for the proposal while noting that the area of IT safety and security should be added to new Directorate B - Methods, Standards and Security - Security, as this was the appropriate place in view of a future integrated EP approach concerning physical and IT safety and security;

-
with this proposal, approved the separation of the Directorate for Informatics in DG ITEC into two new directorates:
· a Directorate A for "Development and Support" and,
· a Directorate B for "Infrastructure and Equipment".
B.
DECISIONS WITHOUT DEBATE
8.
Draft 2013 Annual Report on the implementation within Parliament of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 on Public Access to European Parliament, Council and Commission Documents - Note from the Secretary-General
The Bureau, without debate,

-
took note of a note dated 4 April 2014, from the Secretary-General, on the above-mentioned subject (PE 533.146/BUR and annex);

-
approved the draft 2013 Annual Report on the implementation within Parliament of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001;

-
requested that the draft 2013 Annual Report on the implementation within Parliament of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 be forwarded by the President to the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, as the Bureau’s contribution in accordance with Rule 104(7) of the Rules of Procedure.
9.
Revision of the Rules governing financial contributions to Parliamentary associations (budget items 4400 and 4420) - Note from the Secretary-General
The Bureau, without debate,
-
took note of a note dated 13 March 2014 from the Secretary-General on the revision of the Rules governing financial contributions to Parliamentary associations (budget items 4400 and 4420) (PE 529.012/BUR and annex);

-
examined and adopted the amendments to the Bureau decision of 14 January 2008, as proposed in the annex to the afore-mentioned note;

-
instructed the Secretary-General to inform the Parliamentary associations of the relevant changes.
10.
Request to modify Annex 3 to the Rules on the Use of Appropriations from Budget Item 400 - Letter from Mr DAUL, Chair of the EPP Group
The Bureau, without debate,

-
took note of a letter dated 27 March 2014, from Mr DAUL, Chair of the EPP Group, addressed to the President, requesting a modification to Annex 3 to the Rules on the Use of Appropriations from Budget Item 400 (PE 533.133/BUR and annex);

-
noted that any modification to the Rules on the Use of Appropriations from Budget Item 400 had to take into account the specific way in which the political groups operate;

-
took note that the proposed new distribution scale of Item 400 appropriations was approved by the Secretaries-General of the political groups and the non-attached Members' secretariat at their meeting of 11 March 2014 in Strasbourg;

-
adopted the amendments to Annex 3 to the Rules on the Use of Appropriations from Budget Item 400, in line with the proposal detailed in the annex to the letter from Mr DAUL of 27 March 2014, and decided that they will apply with effect from 1 July 2014;

-
decided that the corresponding article 1.2.1 of the Rules be adapted accordingly.
11.
Proposal for rules governing the treatment of electronic files of Members of the European Parliament at the end of their mandate - Note from the Secretary-General
The Bureau, with debate,

-
took note a note dated 4 April 2014, from the Secretary-General, on the above-mentioned subject (PE 533.150/BUR and annex);
-
heard Mr WIELAND, Vice-President, speaking also on behalf of other Members and in particular Mr RAPKAY, raise concerns that the deletion after a 3-month period of an outgoing Member's electronic mailbox is done too early, as Members' contacts might still be using this e-mail address to contact them after this short period, and therefore propose that the responsible services address this question by providing for the forwarding of incoming e-mails to the former Member's private mailbox after the period of three months has lapsed;

-
heard the President agree with this proposal and mandate the responsible services to take any necessary action in order to provide for this possibility;
-
adopted the Proposal for Rules governing the treatment of electronic files of Members of the European Parliament at the end of their mandate, with the amendment indicated by the President.
12.
Accredited parliamentary assistants: Adaptation to the reformed Staff Regulations of the Implementing Provisions for Title VII of the Conditions of Employment of Other Servants and establishment of an advisory committee dealing with harassment complaints - Note from the Secretary-General
The Bureau, without debate,
-
took note of a note dated 27 February 2014, from the Secretary-General, on the above-mentioned subject (PE 528.962/BUR and annexes);

-
adopted the amendments to the Implementing Provisions for Title VII of the Conditions of Employment of Other Servants of the European Union, as detailed in Annex 3 to the aforementioned note;

-
adopted the internal rules for the Advisory Committee dealing with harassment complaints between APAs and Members of the European Parliament and its prevention at the workplace, as detailed in Annex 4 to the afore-mentioned note.
13.
Proposal to name meeting rooms "Johan Willem BEYEN" and "Gyula HORN" - Note from the Secretary-General
The Bureau, without debate,
-
took note of a note dated 4 April 2014 from the Secretary-General, on the above-mentioned subject (PE 533.144/BUR and annex);

-
decided to name meeting room 4Q1 in the ANTALL building in Brussels after Johan Willem BEYEN;

-
decided to name meeting room 3H1 in the SPINELLI building in Brussels after Gyula HORN;

-
decided to revert to the practice of collecting proposals for naming premises during every half-mandate, with decisions to be taken at the end of every half mandate.
14.
Use of names of European Parliament's buildings - Note from the Secretary-General
The Bureau, without debate,
-
took note of a note dated 4 April 2014 from the Secretary-General, on the above-mentioned subject (PE 533.143/BUR);

-
decided on the abolishment of the use of trigrams for European Parliament buildings;

-
approved the following list of names to be used in all communications:

	FULL NAME OF BUILDINGS
	NAMES TO BE APPLIED

	1. BRUSSELS

	ALTIERO SPINELLI
	SPINELLI

	JOZSEF ANTALL
	ANTALL

	PAUL-HENRI SPAAK
	SPAAK

	WILLY BRANDT
	BRANDT

	WILFRIED MARTENS (TREBEL)
	MARTENS

	2. LUXEMBOURG

	KONRAD ADENAUER
	ADENAUER

	ROBERT SCHUMAN 
	SCHUMAN 

	3. STRASBOURG

	VACLAV HAVEL (UNDER RENOVATION, READY 2015)
	HAVEL

	LOUISE WEISS
	WEISS

	PIERRE PFLIMLIN
	PFLIMLIN 

	SALVADOR DE MADARIAGA
	DE MADARIAGA

	WINSTON CHURCHILL
	CHURCHILL


-
instructed the Secretary-General to implement this decision.
15.
Tenth information report on Parliament’s Historical Archives and the work of the Historical Archives – 2013 - Note from the Secretary-General
The Bureau, without debate,
-
took note of a note dated 4 April 2014, from the Secretary-General, on the above-mentioned subject (PE 533.145/BUR and annex);

-
took note of the Tenth Annual Report on the European Parliament’s Historical Archives (2013);

-
authorised its distribution, notification to the other institutions and publication on Parliament’s website.
Committee delegations within the EU and applicant countries
16.
Joint request from the Committees on Industry, Research and Energy, and Culture and Education and STOA, to send a four-member delegation to the United Nations-convened 9th meeting of the Internet Governance Forum in Istanbul, Turkey, from 2 to 5 September 2014 - Letter from Ms SARTORI, Chair of the ITRE Committee, Ms PACK, Chair of the CULT Committee and Mr RÜBIG, First Vice-Chair of the STOA Panel
The Bureau, without debate,
-
noted a letter dated 14 March 2014, from Ms SARTORI, Chair of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, Ms PACK, Chair of the Committee on Culture and Education, and Mr RÜBIG, first Vice-Chair of the Science and Technology Options Assessment, requesting authorisation to send a four-member delegation (consisting of 2 ITRE members, 1 CULT member and 1 STOA member) to the 2014 Internet Governance Forum (IGF) in Istanbul, Turkey, from 1 to 5 September 2014 (including journey times), a period mainly set aside for parliamentary committee activities (PE 529.021/CPG and financial statement);

-
pointed out that Article 2(5) of the Rules governing travel by committee delegations outside Parliament's three places of work stipulates that "no travel may be undertaken in an election year in the period from 1 April to 30 September";

-
recalled that, as a consequence of paragraph 109 of Parliament's resolution of 23 October 2013 on the draft general budget of the EU for the financial year 2014, no travel by committee delegations during the second half of this year should be organised;

-
noted the positive recommendation issued by the Conference of Presidents, at the request of the political groups, at its meeting of 10 April 2014;

-
followed the recommendation of the Conference of Presidents and granted the authorisation requested.
Committee delegations outside the EU and applicant countries
17.
Request to send a STOA delegation of one Member to the 11th Annual Meeting of the Science and Technology in Society forum in Kyoto, Japan from 5 to 7 October 2014 – Letter from Mr CORREIA DE CAMPOS, Chair of the STOA Panel
The Bureau, without debate,
-
noted a letter dated 17 March 2014, from Mr CORREIA DE CAMPOS, Chair of the STOA Panel, requesting authorisation to send a one-Member delegation to Kyoto from 2 to 8 October 2014, including journey times (PE 529.023/BUR, annexes and financial statement) with a view to attending:

· an EU-Japan science policy event, to be organised on the side-lines of the Science and Technology in Society (STS) forum on 4 October 2014 and,

· a networking event for STS forum participants and the 11th Annual Meeting of the STS forum from 5 to 7 (afternoon) October 2014;

-
recalled that, as a consequence of paragraph 109 of Parliament's resolution of 23 October 2013 on the draft general budget of the EU for the financial year 2014, no travel by delegations during the second half of this year should be organised;

-
withheld the authorisation requested.

18.
Urgent matters and any other business
18.1.
Report on the work of the European Parliament Mediator for International Parental Child Abduction during the 7th legislature
The Bureau,

-
heard Ms ANGELILLI, Vice-President:

· present an overview of the above Report, highlighting the large number of requests for assistance received by Parliament and the positive collaboration with the Commission and Parliament's Committees for Petitions and Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (PE 528.985/BUR and annex),

· announce the forthcoming study, requested by Parliament, on cross-border abduction of minors, and

· announce a manual for couples setting up the rights of the children in case of divorce, prepared by a pilot project led by Commissioner Reding;

-
heard the President thank Ms ANGELILLI, Vice-President, for the great amount of work she has put into this matter.

18.2.
Request by Mr VERHOFSTADT, ALDE President to use Parliament's premises for the European Congress of his party
The Bureau,
-
heard Mr ALVARO, Vice-President, present on behalf of Mr VERHOFSTADT, Chair of the ALDE Group, the latter's request submitted by letter to the Secretary-General, dated 8 April 2014 (PE 533.191/BUR), to use Parliament's premises on Saturday 10 May 2014 to hold the European Congress of his party, Open Vld, for which no translation would be needed but only technical assistance to organise a vote of the programme; 

-
held an exchange of views with the participation of Mr SURJÁN, Mr MARTÍNEZ, Mr VIDAL-QUADRAS, Vice-Presidents, and Ms LULLING, Quaestor, who noted their concern should Parliament support such a request in the middle of the electoral campaign, in view also of possible costs for Parliament's budget (provide access and security to the EP premises) and of setting precedents for other political parties in the future;
-
heard the President conclude that the request should be examined by the appropriate instances in accordance with the applicable rules.

18.3.
Reimbursement of parliamentary assistants' travel expenses in June 2014
The Bureau,
-
heard Mr VLASÁK, Vice-President, express his concern about the fact that Parliament's administration has indicated that from the end of May until the beginning of July Members' assistants would not be entitled to an advance payment for their trips, in contrast with the practice during the rest of the legislature, and ask whether the usual practice could be extended to cover also this period, as many assistants do not have the means to make the advances themselves;

-
heard Ms LULLING, Quaestor, indicate that Members who request their assistants to travel during this period should first enquire whether sufficient funds are available in their secretarial allowance to cover for the costs of such trips and only in that case agree to an advance payment, otherwise the assistant or the Member would have to pay for the assistant's travel;
-
heard the President indicate that this request should be examined in accordance with the applicable rules.
18.4.
Accommodation expenses of Members' visitors attending the European Youth Event (EYE) on 9-11 May 2014 in Strasbourg
The Bureau,
-
heard Mr WIELAND, Vice-President:

· recall that, at the Bureau meeting of 24 February 2014, he had raised the issue of Members' visitors attending the European Youth Event (EYE), who, in accordance with the current rules, should  they originate from constituencies in the vicinity of Strasbourg (less than 200 km away), will not be entitled to reimbursement of their accommodation expenses although they will have to stay overnight in Strasbourg for the duration of the event (two nights),
· point out that, at their meeting of 11 March 2014, the Quaestors had considered this issue and, while acknowledging that the issue of reimbursement could not be settled by a change of the Rules on visitors at this stage, they unanimously stated their political will to support the reimbursement of accommodation costs, amounting to €60 per visitor, to EYE participants invited by Members and coming from locations between 50 and 200 km from Strasbourg,
· request that the Bureau agrees to a political solution to this problem which will be in line with the spirit of the Rules governing the reimbursement of visitors' groups;
-
heard the Secretary-General:

· indicate that the administration has looked into the matter and that the number of Members concerned is limited,
-
heard the President:

· indicate that the Rules on visitors groups cannot apply to the EYE as this is a unique event and these rules have been conceived for different kind of visits;
· invite the administration to take account of the unique character of the EYE and find a solution which would enable those visitors to meet their accommodation expenses.
18.5.
Programming of meetings of the Conference of Presidents open to all Members and of part-sessions held in Brussels
The Bureau,
-
heard Mr WIELAND, Vice-President, suggest that the great number of part-sessions scheduled to be held in Brussels in 2015 and the holding of meetings of the Conference of Presidents open to all Members require an optimal programming and a clear distinction in terms of timetable, taking into account in particular that at the last part-session, votes were taken at 6pm;

-
heard the President indicate that the late voting session took place because of the special circumstances related to the end of the parliamentary term and that Mr WIELAND's suggestion would be given due consideration.
19.
Items for information
The Bureau,

-
noted the following documents:
	Interinstitutional mail


	External mail


	Internal mail


-
a letter dated 14 February 2014, from Ms ANGELILLI, Vice-President concerning the Report on the work of the European Parliament Mediator for International Parental Child Abduction during the 7th legislature (PE 528.985/BUR and annex);

-
a note dated 4 April 2014, from the Secretary-General concerning the Annual Report on Technical assistance provided by the European Parliament to European political parties and European political foundations (PE 533.148/BUR and annex);

-
a note dated 4 April 2014, from the Secretary-General concerning the Report on budgetary and financial management for the financial exercise 2013 (PE 533.130/BUR and annexes available upon request from the Secretariat);

-
a note dated 28 February 2014, from Mr GALVIN, Internal Auditor concerning the adopted Internal Auditor's Work Programme for the year ending 31 December 2014 (PE 533.157/BUR and annexes).
20.
Date and place of next meeting

The Bureau,
-
decided to hold its next ordinary meeting on 2/3 July 2014, at a time to be announced at a later stage, in Room LOW R1.1 in the Louise WEISS Building in Strasbourg.
*
*        *
The meeting closed at 20.25 hours.
*

*         *
* present for Item 4 in camera


* present for Item 4 in camera


** present only for Item 6


*** present only for Item 5


* present for Item 4 in camera
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